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Author Clifford Henderson is well known in Santa
Cruz for her comedy improv work.

January 29, 2009

From stage to page
Santa Cruz improv icon Clifford
Henderson brings her wit and wisdom
to the literary world with her first
novel ‘The Middle of Somewhere’

By WALLACE BAINE

Among the themes that run through Clifford
Henderson’s entertaining new novel “The Middle of
Somewhere” is that, well, Texas is a different place.
Very different.

It’s the kind of place where two middle-aged
spinster sisters would be called “Piggin” and “Heifer”
and nobody, least of all the women, thinks anything
of it.

At one time, Piggin and Heifer existed right here in
Santa Cruz, as on-stage characters created by
Henderson and her long-time partner Dixie Cox.
Henderson, the co-director of the Fun Institute, is a
well-known presence in Santa Cruz for her work in improv comedy and local theater. Fans of
Piggin and Heifer would be relieved to know that, at least on the pages of “Somewhere,” they
live on.

“I’ve always loved the image of the so-called ‘old maid,’” said Henderson who will read from her
new comic novel next week at the Bookshop Santa Cruz. “The idea came from the Piggin and
Heifer thing that we did, along with an image (you might call) ‘stuck in Texas.’”

“Somewhere” is the story of a San Francisco lesbian named Eadie T. Pratt who, on a road trip to
discover a new life for herself, breaks down in the rural country of the Texas Panhandle. Taking
her in is the already mentioned Piggin and Heifer who slowly draw Eadie into the life of their
small Texas town, and the Baptist church at its center.

Just as Eadie is settling in, the church is divided by another outsider who initiates an investment
scheme designed to bilk everyone in the congregation — except that many in the congregation
are convinced that the con man is a pious man of God. Soon, a media firestorm consumes the
whole church.

“It’s kind of comic melodrama that plays off that Blue State/Red State thing,” said Henderson.
“It’s really about where our prejudices come from, and what we base them on.”

“The Middle of Somewhere” is Henderson’s first published novel (published by Bold Strokes
Books), it is the second novel she has written. The first book has now also been picked up by
Bold Strokes Books and will be published later.

That book, called “Spanking New,” is told from the perspective of a child yet to be born as it sets
out to choose its parents. The odyssey of getting either book published has been a tough one,
said Henderson. Many publishing houses, already crippled by bad economic times, balked at a
lesbian protagonist. Finally, Henderson found a publisher that specializes in gay/lesbian fiction.

“I just kept walking in the direction of where I wanted to go. I could not let myself get down by
all that stuff.”
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10 pm tomorrow Margaret Cho (Special Event)
2 pm Sunday Shadow Vodka Super Bowl Party
7:30 pm 2/06 Valentine's Super Love Jam
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sally said:
this website is organized in a useless way for
browsing - can't you guys just post things in a
clear...

Mark Messersmith said:
How nice to see Ben get some well-deserved
recognition!...

Judy said:
It's Saturday 12/27. I came back into town
yesterday & picked up my delivered Sentinel off the
porch. ...

marthacochran said:
I think it is important for people to see what the
war is really like- from a soldier's eye I...

Story said:
Just want to point out the painting that is used for
that postsecret card is one of Jeanne Moreau,
French...
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record of beating addiction.
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